
‭A Resident's Guide to Community‬
‭Standards & Architectural Reviews‬
‭Welcome to Lake in the Woods. Our community is‬
‭recognized for its exceptional aesthetic appeal,‬
‭welcoming atmosphere, and strong property values. To‬
‭maintain these high standards for all residents, our‬
‭neighborhood operates under a shared set of guidelines‬
‭established in our formal Declaration of Covenants,‬
‭Conditions, and Restrictions (CC&Rs).‬

‭To assist with compliance, a dedicated committee of resident volunteers conducts routine monthly‬
‭walkthroughs of the neighborhood. These same volunteers compose our‬‭Architectural Control‬
‭Committee (ACC)‬‭. This guide provides a clear overview of the most frequently cited maintenance‬
‭items and outlines the streamlined process for structural and property modifications.‬

‭Important Notice:‬‭This summary is designed as a convenient reference for the most common‬
‭compliance items, but it is not all-encompassing. For complete, legally binding rules, all residents must‬
‭consult and adhere strictly to the formal Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions.‬

‭1. Primary Community Standards & Common Compliance Items‬

‭During routine monthly reviews, our volunteer committee focuses on basic, essential upkeep to ensure‬
‭our streets remain safe, orderly, and visually cohesive. Below are the most frequently cited items to‬
‭keep in mind:‬

‭Home & Property Structures‬
‭●‬ ‭Garage Doors:‬‭To preserve a neat and uniform streetscape,‬‭garage doors must be kept‬

‭closed‬‭except when actively entering or exiting the garage, or when performing immediate‬
‭yard or garage tasks.‬

‭●‬ ‭Vehicles & Parking:‬‭Boats, trailers, recreational vehicles (RVs), campers, commercial vans,‬
‭and large trucks exceeding a 3/4-ton pickup rating cannot be parked or stored within the‬
‭subdivision unless they are completely enclosed inside a garage.‬

‭●‬ ‭Utility & Equipment Screening:‬‭Residential equipment—including water softeners, propane‬
‭tanks, and bottled gas or oil tanks—must be placed entirely underground or completely‬
‭screened within an approved structural wall so they are not visible from the street or‬
‭neighboring properties.‬

‭●‬ ‭Outbuildings & Exterior Fixtures:‬‭Standalone outbuildings, metal storage sheds, temporary‬
‭tents, and clotheslines are strictly prohibited on all lots. Additionally, flat roofs are not permitted,‬
‭with exceptions granted only for structured porches, Florida rooms, or rear patios.‬

‭●‬ ‭Waste Management:‬‭All rubbish, recycling, and trash must be kept in sanitary containers that‬
‭are sealed and stored out of public view until scheduled collection days. No lot may be utilized‬
‭as a dumping ground.‬

‭Groundskeeping & Environmental Standards‬
‭●‬ ‭Sod & Irrigation Requirements:‬‭Every lot must be fully sodded with suitable lawn grass from‬

‭the front lot line to the rear line of the residence, which includes the easement area between‬
‭the front lot line and the paved street. To maintain healthy turf, an automatic water sprinkler‬
‭system approved by the ACC is required.‬

‭●‬ ‭Driveway Lighting:‬‭For community safety and visibility, every home must feature and maintain‬
‭an operational outdoor light next to the driveway.‬



‭●‬ ‭Lawn & Tree Maintenance:‬‭Property owners must maintain the exterior of their premises in‬
‭excellent condition. This includes regular mowing, controlling weeds and brush, and keeping‬
‭trees and shrubs free of dead limbs or overgrown hazards.‬

‭●‬ ‭Regulated Tree Removal:‬‭To preserve our mature canopy,‬‭no tree with a diameter‬
‭exceeding 3 inches may be removed without prior written approval from the ACC‬‭.‬
‭Unauthorized tree removal is subject to a mandatory fine of $200.00 per tree.‬

‭Lakefront Policies‬
‭●‬ ‭Shoreline Maintenance:‬‭Residents with properties adjoining or abutting a lake are responsible‬

‭for keeping the parcel between their lot line and the water's edge neatly grassed, trimmed, and‬
‭contoured to prevent soil erosion. Altering the natural shoreline contour is prohibited.‬

‭●‬ ‭Prohibited Waterfront Structures & Watercraft:‬‭To protect our natural lake environments, no‬
‭docks, piers, boathouses, or bulkheads may be constructed on or over the water. Small‬
‭rowboats, canoes, and small sailboats are permitted, provided they are entirely non-motorized;‬
‭motor-driven watercraft are strictly prohibited‬‭.‬

‭●‬ ‭Water Usage:‬‭Pumping or removing water from any community lake for irrigation or any other‬
‭purpose is prohibited without prior written consent from the Association.‬

‭2. The Architectural Modification & Approval Process‬
‭Are you planning an exterior project such as painting your home, installing a fence, changing your front‬
‭door, getting a new roof, adding lighting, updating an irrigation system, or altering your landscaping?‬
‭Because all modifications must align with the cohesive aesthetic of Lake in the Woods,‬‭any‬‭exterior‬
‭addition, change, or alteration requires written approval from the ACC‬‭before‬‭physical work‬
‭commences.‬

‭To ensure an efficient, transparent, and legally documented process,‬‭all architectural change‬
‭requests must be submitted through the PayHOA portal‬‭. This platform streamlines all blueprints,‬
‭documentation, and communications while providing permanent time-stamping for your protection.‬

‭Step 1: Submit Detailed Plans via PayHOA‬
‭Before initiating contractor agreements or purchasing materials, log into PayHOA and submit your‬
‭comprehensive plans. Submissions must include detailed technical specifications, including:‬

‭1.‬ ‭The Scope of Work:‬‭A thorough description establishing the exact nature, size, shape, and‬
‭height of the proposed modification.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Colors & Materials:‬‭Specific manufacturer names, exact paint color formulas (specifying body,‬
‭trim, and door colors), and material grades. Samples may be requested.‬

‭3.‬ ‭The Technical Blueprint:‬‭For fencing, structural additions, or layout changes, you must‬
‭upload a precise property survey map or plot plan detailing the exact location of the changes‬
‭relative to your property lines, setbacks, and easements.‬

‭Step 2: The 30-Day Evaluation Period‬
‭Once your complete plans and specifications are successfully uploaded to PayHOA, the review timeline‬
‭officially begins. The volunteer members of the ACC evaluate submissions to ensure architectural and‬
‭aesthetic harmony with the community’s master covenants.‬

‭●‬ ‭The 30-Day Rule:‬‭By covenant decree, the committee has‬‭exactly thirty (30) days‬‭from the‬
‭date of submission to issue an official written approval or disapproval. If 30 days elapse without‬
‭a formal decision, the application is legally deemed approved, and the requirements of Article‬
‭VII are considered fully satisfied.‬

‭Thank you for your shared commitment to maintaining the exceptional standards‬
‭that make Lake in the Woods a premier residential community.‬
‭Feel free to reach out to the Board if you require assistance!‬


